Honors American History: Founding Principles
(Civics and Economics)

Fall 2016, Mr. Johnson





SMART Lunch
djohnson2@wcpss.net






Wednesday: Lunch A
(919) 463-8656, Room 3604





Friday: Lunch B





 



Additional times by appointment!

 “[T]he only title in our democracy superior to that of President [is] the title of citizen.”

- Louis Brandeis

Course Description

Civics and Economics is a required social studies course for graduation.  This course provides students with an understanding of how economic and political systems operate, and the context through which they were created. Through the study of Civics and Economics, students will acquire the skills necessary to become responsible and effective citizens in an interdependent world.  At the end of the semester, students will take state-created final exam that will count 20% of their final grade.

As this is an Honors level course, students should expect a high level of rigor, including taking independent reading notes, and time spent outside class participating in background research used to support in-class case studies and discussions.  Students without access to online and print resources at home will need to plan on utilizing the PCHS media center regularly before school, during SMART lunch, or afterschool.
Supplies
A. One binder that includes sections for:  notes, journals, classwork/homework, and assessments
B. Writing utensils (blue or black pens and pencils with erasers and highlighters) 
C. Loose-leaf paper
D. Recommended: Colored pencils, ruler 
Evaluation**
	
	
	

	A. Participation – 10%

B. Homework – 10%

C. Classwork – 30%

D. Major Assignments – 50%


	A (100-90)

B (89-80)

C (79-70)

D (69-60)

F (59-0)
	4 (100)

3 (89)

2 (79)

1 (69)

0 (40)


Attendance and Make-up Work 

In the event of an absence, each student is responsible for making up his or her work.  If you are absent, the day you return you are to turn in the work from the last day you were present. In the event of an absence, a student can make up work under the conditions listed in the Panther Creek High School Student/Parent Handbook.  
Each student is responsible for getting his or her missed assignments from the class Canvas website via a school computer or home computer with Internet access or from a classmate.  The class Weebly site will be available for the current calendar of upcoming assignments.
Late Work
Late homework will be accepted one day late and will be penalized one grade.  To make up homework more than one day late, the instructor reserves the right to assign an alternative assignment that may be completed for partial credit.  The alternative assignment must be completed and turned in by the day of the unit test.
One letter grade will be deducted for each day that a major assignment is late, up to a maximum of a 40 point deduction.
Hall Passes/Tardiness

Students are encouraged to take care of all personal business prior to coming to class.  Students are not allowed to leave the room without an official hall pass from an authorized staff member.  
Unexcused tardiness will be handled appropriately (warning, parent contact, lunch detention, etc.).  The tardy policy is outlined in the PCHS Student/Parent Handbook.
Course Essential Standards:
Essential Standard 1: CE.C&G.1: Analyze the foundations and development of American government in terms of principles and values.
Essential Standard 2: CE.C&G.2: Analyze government systems within the United States in terms of their structure, function and relationships.
Essential Standard 3: CE.C&G.3: Analyze the legal system within the United States in terms of the development, execution and protection of citizenship rights at all levels of government.
Essential Standard 4: CE.C&G.4: Understand how democracy depends upon the active participation of citizens.
Essential Standard 5: CE.C&G.5: Analyze how political and legal systems within and outside of the United States provide a means to balance competing interests and resolve conflicts.
Essential Standard 6: CE.PFL.1: Analyze the concepts and factors that enable individuals to make informed financial decisions for effective resource planning.
Essential Standard 7: CE.PFL.2: Understand how risk management strategies empower and protect consumers.
Essential Standard 8: CE.E.1: Understand economies, markets and the role economic factors play in making economic decisions.
Essential Standard 9: CE.E.2: Understand factors of economic interdependence and their impact on nations.
Essential Standard 10: CE.E.3: Analyze the role of government and economic institutions in developing and implementing economic stabilization policies in the United States.

Basic Expectations
In respect to the learning environment and the advancement of each day’s lesson, students are expected to meet the PCHS Basic Expectations:  
1. Be present and on time.

2. Be prepared for and engaged in learning.

3. Be a person of character.

4. Be safe and comply with PCHS and WCPSS policies.

If the basic expectations are not met, then certain consequences will follow.  

Success Strategies

For a successful completion of the course, students should:

1.  Take notes from lectures and assigned readings.

2.  Ask course-related questions.

3.  Turn in assignments on time.

4.  Discuss issues in a rational manner.

5. Seek extra help when needed.  Students may attend tutorials during the stated SMART lunch times, and should make an effort to take initiative to obtain assistance any time they feel unsure regarding content matter, assessments, etc…
Thank you for your time and attention!  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

D. Johnson
djohnson2@wcpss.net
