American History: Founding Principles
(Civics and Economics)

Spring 2019, Mr. Johnson




SMART Lunch
djohnson2@wcpss.net





Monday: Lunch A
(919) 463-8656, Room 3604




Thursday: Lunch B





 



Additional times by appointment!

 “The only title in our democracy superior to that of President is the title of citizen.”

- Louis Brandeis

Course Description

Civics and Economics is a required social studies course for graduation.  This course provides students with an understanding of how economic and political systems operate, and the context through which they were created. Through the study of Civics and Economics, students will acquire the skills necessary to become responsible and effective citizens in an interdependent world.  At the end of the semester, students will take a final exam that will count 20% of their final grade.
Supplies
A. One binder that includes sections for:  notes, journals, classwork/homework, and assessments
B. Writing utensils (blue or black pens and pencils with erasers and highlighters) 
C. Loose-leaf paper
Evaluation
	Assessment Categories
	Grading Scale
	Minor Assessment Scale

	A. Major – 50%

B. Minor – 35%

C. Student Engagement – 15%


	A (100-90)

B (89-80)

C (79-70)

D (69-60)

F (59-0)
	4 (100)

3 (89)

2 (79)

1 (69)

0 (40)


Attendance and Make-up Work 

In the event of an absence, each student is responsible for making up his or her work.  If you are absent, the day you return you are to turn in the work from the last day you were present. In the event of an absence, a student can make up work under the conditions listed in the Panther Creek High School Student/Parent Handbook.  
Each student is responsible for getting his or her missed assignments from djohnson2pchs.weebly.com via a school computer or home computer with Internet access, or for assignments not listed online, from a classmate.  The class Weebly site will be available for the current calendar of upcoming assignments.

Remediation
For major unit tests, students will have the opportunity to complete test corrections during Smart Lunch sessions and earn back 50% of missed points.  Details are found on the Smart Lunch letter.
Academic Integrity

It is the student’s responsibility to maintain integrity and uphold PCHS and WCPSS policies regarding cheating, plagiarism, falsification, violation of software copyright laws, and violation of computer access.
Late Work 

Late homework will be accepted one day late and will be penalized one grade.  To make up homework more than one day late, the instructor reserves the right to assign an alternative assignment that may be completed for partial credit.  The alternative assignment must be completed and turned in by the day of the unit test.
One letter grade will be deducted for each day that a major assignment is late, up to a maximum of a 40 point deduction.
Hall Passes/Tardiness

Students are encouraged to take care of all personal business prior to coming to class.  Students are not allowed to leave the room without an official hall pass from an authorized staff member.  
Unexcused tardiness will be handled appropriately (warning, parent contact, lunch detention, etc.).  The tardy policy is outlined in the PCHS Student/Parent Handbook.
Unit and Chapter Correlations

Each Civics and Economics unit is compiled from a variety of sources.  Civics Today: Citizenship, Economics, & You is the assigned text for the course.  The chart below provides the chapter correlations for each of our units as well as the North Carolina Standard Course of Study goals and objectives.  Students should keep all class handouts and take lecture notes since our units go beyond what is addressed in the text.  
	Civics Units
	Chapter

	Unit One “Introduction to Government”
	Chapters 1 and 5

	Unit Two “Historical Roots of American Democracy”
	Chapter 2

	Unit Three “The Constitution”
	Chapters 3 and 4

	Unit Four “The Legislative Branch”
	Chapter 6

	Unit Five “The Executive Branch”
	Chapter 7

	Unit Six “The Judicial Branch”
	Chapter 8

	Unit Seven “State and Local Government”
	Chapters 12, 13, 29, 30, 31, 32, and 33

	Unit Eight “Political Parties, Voting, Elections, and Interest Groups”
	Chapters 9, 10, and 11

	Unit Nine “The American Legal System”
	Chapters 15 and 16

	Economics Units
	Chapter

	Unit One “Personal Financial Literacy and Fundamentals of Economics”
	Chapters 18, 19, and 26

	Unit Two “Supply and Demand”
	Chapters 19, 20, and 21

	Unit Three “Economic Institutions and Business Organizations”
	Chapters 22

	Unit Four “Factors Influencing the Economy”
	Chapter 23, 24, and 25


Basic Expectations

In respect to the learning environment and the advancement of each day’s lesson, students are expected to meet the PCHS Expectations:  

1. Participate actively in learning.


3. Honor PCHS and WCPSS procedures and policies.
2. Celebrate diversity.



4. Strive to be a person of character.

If the basic expectations are not met, students should expect consequences in accordance with Panther Creek High School policies and Wake County Public Schools policies.
Success Strategies

For a successful completion of the course, students should:

1.  Take notes from lectures and assigned readings.

2.  Ask course-related questions.

3.  Turn in assignments on time.

4.  Discuss issues in a rational manner.

5. Seek extra help when needed.  Students may attend tutorials during the stated SMART lunch times, and should make an effort to take initiative to obtain assistance any time they feel unsure regarding content matter, assessments, etc…
Thank you for your time and attention!  Please note that the Fall Parent Night is scheduled for September 3rd and I look forward to meeting you at that time.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

D. Johnson
djohnson2@wcpss.net
