Family Law Research Questions:  Use the website for the NC State legislature (http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/) to answer the following questions.  Provide full, complete answers to all aspects of questions; use complete sentence form:
Marriage in NC:

1. What are the requirements for entering a valid premarital agreement in NC?

2. Are the following provisions legal in NC?


a. A clause designating the amount of support one will receive form another.


b. A clause stating that the husband will never have to wash dishes.


c. A clause concerning the welfare of children from a previous marriage.


d. A clause concerning the religion of children conceived by the couple.


e. A clause stating the number of times the couple will engage in sex.

f. A clause stating that the male is the leader of the household, and/or the female is his property.

3. What is a heart balm statute for breach of contract to marry?  Find a court opinion written by one of our state courts that tells whether a heart balm action for breach of contract to marry can be brought in NC.  Briefly state the facts and conclusion of this case.

4. Go to the NC statutory code, and identify all of the technical requirements for entering a marriage.  (A marriage that is entered in compliance with the statutory requirements by an authorized citizen.)

5. Is common law marriage legal in NC?

6. Does the State of NC have a mini-DOMA? (A statute declaring that its strong public policy is not to recognize any same-sex marriage that might be validly entered in another state.)
7. Refer to Baker v. Vermont.  What rights and protections are given to married, opposite-sex couples in Vermont?  Which of these rights are offered to married couples in NC?

8. List the grounds for annulment in NC.

9. What age restrictions apply to marriages in NC?

10. Should Congress pass a federal law requiring every state to impose mandatory pre-marital HIV testing?  What problems would such a law solve and/or cause?

Divorce in NC:

1. Find the statute in the state code that lists the grounds for divorce in NC.  Give the citation to this statute and list all of the grounds for divorce.

2. Is incompatibility a ground for divorce?  If so, what is the exact language of this ground in the statute?
3. Is the phrase, “I no longer love you.” a definition of incompatibility, a ground for divorce?  

4. Is adultery, fornication, or illicit cohabitation a crime in NC?  If so, what are the elements?

5. Are irreconcilable differences or irremediable breakdown a ground for divorce?  If so, what is the exact language of the ground in the statute?

6. Does NC have an action for judicial separation?

7. For purposes of obtaining a divorce, how is domicile determined in NC?

8. What must a complaint for a divorce contain, and where must it be served and filed?

9. What is the waiting period in NC?

10. Lori, a member of the US Navy, is temporarily stationed in NC.  She and her husband, Don, are domiciled in another state.  Under what circumstances, if any, can Lori obtain a divorce in NC?

