Honors Law and Justice




Office Hours: 

Spring 2020, Mr. Johnson




Monday: Lunch A 

djohnson2@wcpss.net





Thursday: Lunch B

(919) 463-8656, Room 3604




Additional times by appointment!

In nature...all men are born equal, but they cannot continue in this equality. Society makes them lose it, and they recover it only by the protection of the law.
- Charles de Montesquieu (1689-1755)
Course Description


Contemporary Law and Justice is a practical study in the legal, judicial, law enforcement, and correctional systems of the United States. Students focus on legal principles and the laws and procedures derived from them. They examine relevant examples of civil and criminal laws, law-enforcement methods, court procedures, and corrective justice. In the Law and Justice course, students examine problems within the legal and justice systems.  You may find the North Carolina Standard Course of Study for this course at http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/2003-04/084contemporarylaw.

As this course is an Honors level elective, students should expect a high level of rigor, including time spent outside class participating in background research used to support in-class case studies and discussions.  Students without access to online and print resources at home will need to plan on utilizing the PCHS media center regularly before school, during SMART lunch, or afterschool.
Supplies
A. One inch three-ring binder that includes dividers for: notes, case studies, journals, and projects/assessments
B. Writing utensils (blue or black pens, pencils with erasers, and highlighters)

C. Loose-leaf paper

D. Street Law Textbook (to be brought to class daily)
Evaluation
A. Major assessments: 60%

B. Minor assessments: 30%

C. Student engagement: 10%

Attendance and Make-up Work 


In the event of an absence, each student is responsible for making up his or her work.  If you are absent, the day you return you are to turn in the work from the last day you were present. In the event of an absence, a student can make up work under the conditions listed in the Panther Creek High School Student/Parent Handbook.  

Each student is responsible for getting his or her missed assignments from the instructor during before or after class in a timely manner.  In addition, many of students’ major assignments will be available via djohnson2pchs.weebly.com from a home or school computer with internet access.  Assignments posted on the site are equally as important as those handed out in class.  Students without home internet access may use the PCHS library for online access during library hours before school, at lunch, or after school.
Late Work 


Late homework will only be accepted one day late and will be penalized one grade.  To make up homework more than one day late, the student may be given an alternative assignment that can be completed for partial credit.  The alternative assignment must be completed and turned in by the day of the unit test.


One letter grade will be deducted for each day that a major assignment is late.  However, assignments that are more than five days late will lose only 40 points.  

Hall Passes/Tardiness


Students are encouraged to take care of all personal business prior to coming to class.  Students are not allowed to leave the room without an official hall pass from an authorized staff member.  

Unexcused tardiness will be handled appropriately (warning, parent contact, lunch detention, etc.).  The tardy policy is outlined in the PCHS Student/Parent Handbook.
Academic Integrity

It is the student’s responsibility to maintain integrity and uphold PCHS and WCPSS policies regarding cheating, plagiarism, falsification, violation of software copyright laws, and violation of computer access.

Basic Expectations
In respect to the learning environment and the advancement of each day’s lesson, students are expected to meet the PCHS Basic Expectations:  
1. Be present and on time.

2. Be prepared for and engaged in learning.

3. Be a person of character.

4. Be safe and comply with PCHS and WCPSS policies.

If the basic expectations are not met, students should expect consequences in accordance with Panther Creek High School policies and Wake County Public Schools policies.
Success Strategies

For a successful completion of the course, students should:

1.  Take notes from lectures and assigned readings.

2.  Seek out course related current events, and frequent regular news sources.
3.  Turn in assignments on time.

4.  Discuss issues in a rational manner.

5.  Seek extra help when needed.  See office hours listed at the top of course outline.
Thank you for your time and attention!  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions or concerns.

Mr. Johnson
djohnson2@wcpss.net
